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his. Before I left, the last stubborn worker had fallen into line
and was preparing to hand over his money.
When I pointed out that this was practically compulsion, the
secretary replied that such people as the stubborn one were only
too ready to use all the services for which the rest of them paid,
and it was grossly unfair that they should work for him, when
he was quite able to pay his share. As the general level of life
improves and as the number of cultural adult workers increases,
the children's task will become lighter, but some part they will
always take in social life.
It is not to be imagined that the generation now being edu-
cated will embody all the Communist ideals and bring about the
Communist State. It will take several generations of right educa-
tion to eradicate the marks and signs of superstition and oppres-
sion. Culture and a high moral standard cannot be produced in
a night, nor can children be given a complete Communist
education except by Communist parents and teachers. This
condition is still far from fulfilment. However fine may be the
ideals and doctrines taught to children by their teachers and
leaders, these ideas can only become fully effective when they
do not contradict the life and thought of their parents. The
home background, cultural as well as material, is a very powerful
factor in the U.S.S.R. as elsewhere, and presents a problem none
too easy to solve. It is to make 170 million people think and feel
totally differently from what they have been accustomed to for
centimes. It is a realisation of the enormity of this task that is
responsible for the great efforts put forward in the field of adult
education. The honest observer must acknowledge that the
improvement achieved in a short space of time is so remarkable
as to warrant a belief in the ultimate fulfilment of the Communist
ideals.